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Subject: Anticipator/ Action Pending Chinese CooMamlst 
Demonstration of « Nocl^&r Capability 
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® Arly «ction ve wight take to minimise the w 

>1 K<» 4 . H A fc® I 


--—“• ^ *■/ «cnoa v« wigiic CJSK 6 to minimise th. 

lopeet on OS end free vorld security Interests of s first e *f 
Chinese Coasnmist explosion of a nuclear device. 

Discussion : 

earlv I f« C 1067 lli8C S* 111 ? could <**tonat» a nuclear device as 
now^-whae ««tiwatcd t * v ehoald consider 

* t * kea la ««ticlpatlon of the 

i^Sft ill? K d la r6actl0a *® it. Tho initial 

vrixaxlly psychological, with secondary 

^ l . mlllt,ry ef£ ® ct8 deriving fro.n it. This 

w^: c Mr° lo * icai «•“ *• - *>««*«« 

at lJ« 1 LT^!“ d . th * t ? c r unt,t CM »» 15 UYely to gee 
,“J *"?,*»*•• of psychological dividends froo Its 
atplosioo, (!) Kony As Isos «■« Ulwly to raise choir 

ml 11 ^^ ° f China's present sod future total 

^ MMbimLs*^^ 4 t0 th *! ° f th ,lr «“ '««‘tes and 
cne capabilities in the area of the US; end (2) thay are 

likely 

e “ tjjBa “ ic * deht d ° “ i« 
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likely to •«» the accomplishment »;■ vlndlGBtLrig cUi-ms thac 
the Communist method of organising * backward state 
resources is demonstrably superior. Both 

likely to contribute to feelines that ccweuai** is ™ vBV * 
of the future end that Corcrwnlst China is, or soon wi ^ 
becc<a«, too powerful to resist.. 

It will not be possible to prevent th# accrual to 
Gocmuntst China of such dividends, but it may ^s P 
by advance action to reduce theta. 

All things are cotaparative, nnd Cotaainiat China is 
compared first of all with the otlwr eounttiM of Asia. If 
another, but non-Ccaaauniat Asian state detonated a twelear 
device first, a subsequent and consequently * 
anticlimectic Chinees Coamunist explosion vouid not carry 
a comparable implication of Communist superiority, or ** 

^ quite as much ia$>act on those who fear China s growing p 

According to one todU'c .tealofS, 1L * 

sufficiently advanced ao that it could, not 
hence, have accumulated enough fissionable material llmtt 
produce a nuclear explosion. White wa would like to limit 
the number of nuclear pousts, so long as we lack the 
capability to do so we ought to prefer that tha firs 
Aslan one ba India and not Chins. 

Nehru was quoted ss saying, upon his arrival in 
August 31 and in the context of the Soviet decision to resume 
weapons testa, i <w against nuclear teats at aoy time in any 
place." The same day, an official spokesman in Delhi vas 
quoted as making the lacs categorical statement: • * 

against all tests «nd explosions of nuclear material «*cept 
for peaceful purpooes under controlled conditions. QL Z ^u at . 
the context and taken together, thoce statements sugges 
it would ba difficult to get Kehtu to agree to any P* 0 ? 0 ®** 
for an Indian nuclear test in the near future, and t »ac 
chances of its acceptance would depend upon the extent to 
which it met rather narrow criteria. 

Nevertheless 
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Nevertheless Kahru might be brought to *«• the proposal 
ts being In India* a lntaieats. If a^capted and iupUatntid, 
it should help forestall Ccueuntst China’s using nuclear 
blackmail against India} redone ita ability to frighten ^ 
neighbors of India vhoaa security ia lwjXsitMC to that 
country} and ainbdii tha usefulness to tU CcwwBilit Party 
of India of’ a demonstrated Chinaaa nuclear capability which 
othaxviaa could ba cited aa evtdaace that cc^auniiita, aa 
practical in China, is superior to India' a »i»ad economy. 

Preliminary exploration witliin tiha Popavt«aant (with 
officara in PE, 8/AE, NEA, EISA and Ih») hr* elicited con¬ 
currence with tha ldaa, tor aa. that it would ba desirable 
if a friendly Allan power beat Cocuaiulst China to tha punch, 
and it haa turned up no Ilka liar camlidate than India. 

But officara hava raised a tusaabtir of reservations and 
doubts baaldaa those allndcd to alrardy* (1) India night 
require considerable technical racist«nca in order to 
explode a nuclear device before Cocaeunlat China does} x 

(2) there appear to be legal obstacles to the supplying 
of such assistance by either tha British or ourselves} 

(3) we are not good et keeping ruch things aovert, whereas 
the explosion could be expected to hs.vs utility only in 
proportion aa it appeared to bo an Indian rcccwplishmentj 

(4) there probebly would be consider* fela difficulty In 
finding a practical peaceful use for such an explosion, 
and fall-out from it would ba open to tha usual and 

valid objections, including ones rail,ted to tha fears which 
could erica or be created among an ill-informed end partly 
superstitioua populace; (5) alternately tcc-tting tha require¬ 
ment of "controlled conditions" for an experimental explosion 
might present problems} (6) Pakistan could ba expected to 
react moat adversely to an Indian explosion vhich might 
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subsequently be exploited against il » #®*iit*nc«, known 

r«an?ful of .ay out.ide instigation end the 

or surmieed; .ad (7) an Indian ° tHmt ^ USSR ±aor**s* 

Th. Ide. h.i .1.0 boon dl.co.od f t0 

Clbr.lth. who 1 . .trongly <»« o£ 

Nehru. He Chink, the ch.no •« rou&hly ««ir^ ona 

fifty that Hehru • reaction would ast b« tft» * # ^ 

che^w. •« .«ekln« Indl. “•“•*£■£* ^I'tbTooe ctao 
c.lcalu. of prospective bcnafit inhjreat tni 

s sr«g. > tASa. 1 sya. “ 

SJSiiiS reeSlcd 8 thAt*Cr^Wi«nor i» 
take a trip to Pakistan, when he xai«ht “J® T*V u 
He said, in this connection, that Y* voold getions 

willing that Dr. Wleaoer, in the ?* . Fueray 

with Dr. Bhabhe, Cheiroan of the Indian Atomic 
Collision, raise the matter of the Pjospoctiva Chi™ ^ 
Cowmunist nuclear explosion and ask whet: •«* * * C JJsua- 

will have on India's prograa in the *tc.aic fiel ?r« 

•bly any further initiatives in the , If the l ^ 

germinated in Dr. Shabha * ^a tl^ould decids 

to co®e from the Government of India, wnsn w* cw 

wLc^e OS open.. .hould b. within th. 

something more concrete than we nor have * 

ST «!«*«. incldeodly. -ISht ^J=. Jbl. to 

some of tha technical and legal doubt* raxs 
going discussion.) 

Vhlle nothing elaa would have bo lfUOh 
v.lu.^t I ^Jor^cmlo cxpu.lon by . 

• rate a covortly^conducted ItifctttkiOii ^ . ? r 

.cT.£fLc la reducing th. Otologic.! 

of th. first Chine.. Cotiuainl.t **5i u J einmltt.d to 

as we do that the Chines a Coommifts ate ruiry «ouu* 
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pt^raa. probably vould «* h«a provld. tta. 

d»c.™inatlon or row e * *”«*"*• s<£ue ally to 

vtth as ar*u»ottt v * t ** > vh * c ' 1 “ Si* vould a**« uaUtoly to 
giro locraaaad «****“” C V oeOJl tdii'ad 1/ «*» 8or«Uta 

rss.^s. *• “• *"• 

»SfUSiS 

to «ik* *nd driv* hflM poiat» ** vw.cn 

tx« illuitr.tiv*: 

(a) India <tndp«hap. ‘"‘S^SSc^S'S- 

nroorta* .uffieiintly advanced «o twit tn*y ^ 

P 'S a nuclaar aiplo.Um. thalr pros* 
biiTdJrictid rather it piicifal <)J« °f atonic itursyo 

o,) Ob»*w*r. m pu**Ud by !^-a*«£«o*t C vMth Startld 
Coa»unl*t* t who hiv* bun • ng ^ 8 *^ , (Uvit* of their am. 

In 1950, thu. fir to txplodi i nuclei* 

8lrtci iiviral other pour* . ilnlosloo hiv* 

logical n^ti-nt. foe 

v__vldilr Vnovn. Cot**afii«t On?.fc* nx» . , 

Including «« trained ibroid, of irw. 

S* issmtlil riw citirlil.; *«d iuie*bU t«tln* «n 

(c) It accordingly cm only b<» .peculated 
Chim (1) hi. organic it. effort 

^-e oaclitr vMpom iri not on*, which vill ooavxKou 
nilirttion of it. exjwuuiva ii»i«»«lnca^vot ^ 

which will condwm ill Ultr* ti with nucl«»* 

bi idontifiid i. .uch, will tolir.ti iggt**.ron 

veipon. even 1... thin iggnc.lcn by con^atloni 
fore*.. 

y*o aiadltipnfl. > 

1. that you authorlza approprlata o«U«r» 1» th * 
UopartMOot to aaplora with otfcar »e*.tolaa and tha 
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Whit. Hoc. r.pr..«oe.elv.*_wh<> ^^•**“^.“,^51^' 


In the ftenerei the matter of Dr< 

out Dr. Bhabha. 


Appreva, 
Die approva__ 




2 That, regar dices of the decision c n or outcwi# 

<l) t you approve In principle the jropceal for ^rt 
diai«ination In madia throughout th* F*r J^S££s t , 

material designed to reduce the ls^nct of an initial ^ 
Coaaaunitt nuclear explosion, authorising*^ JJfect tf 
•ml ore It vith CIA and to have It put into , 

J^loratlon discloses that It vould appear useful an 

feasible. 


Approve^ JLk. 


Disapprove^ 
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